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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  1904. 


To  the  Sanitary  Committee . 

Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  for  1904. 

The  causes  of  ill  health  and  of  death  vary  a great  deal 
from  year  to  year,  and  among  a small  population,  any  exceptional 
incidence  of  disease  becomes  more  evident  than  would  be  the  case  in 
a large  town,  by  a rise  in  the  total  or  in  the  zymotic  death-rate. 

Bearing  this  in  mind,  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report 
that  the  general  and  the  zymotic  death-rate  are  both  low. 

The  diminution  in  the  cases  of  enteric  fever  which  I reported 
last  year  has  continued,  there  being  only  6 cases  during  1904,  as  in 
1903,  compared  with  an  average  of  22  for  the  proceeding  10  years. 
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The  number  of  deaths  of  ITove  persons  was  505  ; equal  to  a rate 
per  thousand  living  of  12  8;  this  is  an  increase  over  1903,  but  is 
below  the  average  ( 14*2)  of  the  last  4 years.. 

A comparison  from  year  to  year  of  the  death  rates  of  the  large 
and  small  towns?  and  of  the  country  districts  of  England  and  Wales, 
brings  out  clearly  that  the  most  healthy  places  in  which  to  live  are 
certain  small  towns  which  have  not  shut  out  the  fresh  air,  nor 
polluted  it  by  neglected  sanitation,  amongst  which  Hove  is  one. 

There  are  still  some  deaths  in  the  returns  which  ought  to  have 
been  prevented,  which  are  referred  to  in  detail  on  a later  page. 

The  great  sanitary  problems  such  as  water  supply,  sewerage, 
surface-drainage,  open  spaces,  width  of  streets,  and  removal  of  refuse, 
have  all  in  past  years  had  your  attention,  and  are  dealt  with  as  far 
as  lies  in  your  power. 

It  becomes  increasingly  evident  that  the  problems  of  health 
remaining  to  be  solved  and  practised  are  rather  those  of  a personal 
nature,  such  as  open  windows,  cleanliness  of  houses,  proper  food  and 
clothing : and  fresh  measures  will  have  to  be  adopted  before  these, 
which  are  really  the  elementary  lessons  of  Nature,  will  be  generally 
appreciated. 

I have  again  to  thank  you  for  your  continued  kindness  to  myself 
and  all  the  members  of  the  Staff  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


AUGUSTINE  GRIFFITH. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

There  is  necessarily  a repetition  to  a large  extent  from  one  year 
to  another  in  some  of  the  statements,,  which  are  given  in  order  to 
make  each  report  complete  in  itself. 

Soil. — Chalk,  brick  earth,  or  clay — very  variable. 

Height  above  Sea-level. — From  190  feet  to  22  feet  at  the  sea-wall 

Number  of  Acres. — 1,594  75. 

Population. — Estimated  to  middle  of  1904 — 39,305. 

Water  Supply. — From  Brighton  Corporation;  derived  from  the 
upper  chalk.  The  water  is  rather  hard,  but  of  absolute  purity. 

House  Accommodation. — There  have  been  fewer  new  houses 
erected  than  in  recent  years,  the  diminution  being  in  Aldrington,  as 
shown  below. 

Houses  Erected. 


r i sm 

Year. 

Total. 

Hove  Parish. 

Aldrington 

Parish. 

1899 

251 

172 

79 

1900 

251 

156 

95 

1901 

170 

80 

90 

1902 

227 

96 

131 

1903 

179 

57 

122 

1904 

155 

82 

73 

The  supervision  of  new  houses,  with  their  drainage,  is  under 
the  department  of  the  Borough  Surveyor,  who  appoints  a special 
assistant  for  this  purpose. 

Sewerage. — The  sewers  have  been  flushed  throughout  the  year 
at  regular  intervals,  more  frequently  in  the  summer  months. 

The  cesspools  in  the  outlying  parts  have  caused  very  little 
trouble  during  this  year. 
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A satisfactory  conclusion  has  been  reached  respecting  the 
sewage  disposal  of  Aldrington,  and  a new  scheme  of  drainage  for  that 
parish  has  been  prepared  by  the  Borough  Surveyor. 

House  Refuse. — This  is  removed  under  contract,  and  is  re- 
ferred to  in  detail  by  the  Chief  Inspector  in  his  report,  which  is 
appended. 

Premises  under  Special  Supervision. — The  dairies  and  milk- 
shops  have  been  frequently  visited,  and  a high  standard  of  cleanli- 
ness maintained. 

There  is  no  common  lodging-house,  no  offensive  trade,  and  no 
slaughter-house. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  Registrar-General  estimates  the  population 
of  Hove  at  the  middle  of  1904  as  39,305.  This  is  an  increase  of  859 
over  1903,  and  is  obtained  by  allowing  the  same  rate  of  growth  as 
occurred  during  the  period  1891-1901.  Considering  that  the  number 
of  new  houses  erected  during  1903  and  1904  is  below  the  average  of 
late  years,  it  is  probable  that  the  estimated  population  is  aTittle  too 
large.  The  greater  part  of  the  increase  has  been  in  the  parish  of 
Aldrington,  the  population  of  which  for  1904  may  be  put  at  8,476 ; 
that  of  the  parish  of  Hove  being  30,829. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  was  687,  of  which 
350  were  males  and  337  females,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  17'4  per 
thousand,  which  is  the  same  as  for  last  year. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  27  9 
The  number  of  births  in  Hove  parish  was  458  (rate  14*8) , and  in 
Aldrington  229  (rate  27*0). 

The  increase  by  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  in  Hove  parish 
75,  in  Aldrington  parish  107,,  in  all  182. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  fhe  Borough 
was  457.  Among  these  were  those  of  16  persons  who  died  in  Public 
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Institutions,  to  which  they  had  come  on  account  of  illness  or  infirmity 
from  districts  outside  of  Hove.  These  are  subtracted  in  getting  the 
true  death-rate,  but  instead,  those  deaths  have  to  be  added  which 
occurred  among  persons  resident  in  Hove  until  removed  to  Institu- 


tions outside.  These  last  numbered  64,  viz.  : — 

In  the  Steyning  Union  Infirmary  37 

„ Sussex  County  Hospital  15 

,,  Children’s  Hospital,  Brighton  3 

„ Women’s  „ ,,  1 

„ Tunbridge  Wells  Hospital  1 

„ County  Asylum,  Hellingly  4 

,,  Borough  Sanatorium,  Portslade  3 


The  whole  number  credited  to  Hove  is  505,  and  of  these  229  were 
males  and  276  females. 

The  death-rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  is  12*8,  which 
though  greater  than  that  of  1903,  is  yet  below  the  average  of  the  last 
10  years,  and  compares  favourably  with  that  of  other  towns,  and 
with  the  country  at  large.  This  is  including  all  the  outside  deaths, 
without  which  the  death-rate  is  IT 6. 

Corrected  death-rates  in  England  and  Wales  for  1904  : — 


Hove  12*8 

Whole  of  England  and  Wales  16*2 

Rural  „ „ 15‘3 

76  great  towns  172 

142  smaller  towns,  including  Hove  15‘6 


In  considering  which  of  the  deaths  are  preventable  it  may  be 
useful  to  take  the  different  age-groups  separately,  and  to  note  the 
most  common  causes. 

Infantile  Mortality  (deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age). — 
These  numbered  91,  about  the  same  as  the  average  of  the  last  10 
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years,  but  considerably  more  than  in  1903.  The  causes  in  detail 
were  as  follows  : — 


Table.— Showing  for  10  years  the  causes  of  death  under  1 year 

of  age : — 


Year.  1 

Total. 

Con- 

genital. 

Debility, 

&c. 

Accident. 

Enteritis. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Tubercle. 

Diarrhoea. 

Bronchitis 

and  Pneu- 

monia. 

Measles. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Others. 

1895 

93 

20 

17 

8 

4 

3 

14 

11 

16 

1896 

84 

14 

16 

— 

1 

1 

2 

28 

15 

1 

— 

6 

1897 

123 

32 

17 

2 

2 

5 

3 

35 

17 

— 

— 

10 

1898 

91 

17 

12 

— 

3 

1 

6 

24 

14 

1 

1 

12 

1899 

119 

21 

14 

4 

6 

2 

2 

33 

18 

— 

4 

15 

1900 

84 

23 

6 

2 

5 

— 

1 

16 

16 

— 

— 

15 

1901 

87 

22 

12 

5 

4 

3 

3 

16 

14 

3 

— 

5 

1902 

72 

12 

11 

2 

2 

2 

2 

23 

11 

— 

— 

ft 

i 

1903 

59 

12 

14 

4 

1 

4 

3 

11 

7 

— 

— 

3 

1904 

91 

13 

23 

1 

1 

3 

30 

13 

3 

1 

3 

The  mortality  rate  per  thousand  births  is  132.  This  is  a great 
deal  higher  than  it  ought  to  be  ; and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
many  of  these  deaths  might  be  prevented.  While  it  is  pleasing  to 
be  able  to  report  a diminution  from  some  causes,  and  especially 
from  infectious  disease ; it  is  a source  of  anxiety  to  record  30  deaths 
from  infantile  diarrhoea ; 23  from  wasting  debility  and  atrophy ; 
and  13  from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia.  In  many  of  the  large 
northern  towns  the  deaths  among  infants  from  these  causes  are  even 
more  common,  and  are  often  attributed  in  part  to  unhealthy 
surrouunaings,  dirty  or  unpaved  streets,  want  of  fresh  air,  and 
accumulations  of  rubbish.  Happily  in  Hove  we  can  exclude  all 
of  these,  but  against  their  absence  we  have  to  set  the  greater  heat 
of  the  summer,  in  which  all  the  diarrhoea  deaths  occur,  and  the 
correspondingly  increased  difficulty  of  preventing  food,  and 
especially  milk,  from  incipient  decomposition.  The  best  hope  for 
improvement  in  this  direction  seems  to  lie  in  educating  the  rising 
generation  in  a practical  way  in  the  details  of  infant  management 
and  feeding. 

Between  1 and  5 years,  the  most  common  causes  are  Tuberculosis 
(chiefly  of  the  brain)  and  Pneumonia.  The  association  with  other 
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cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  family  seems  to  be  generally  account- 
able for  the  former;  the  latter  is  perhaps  clue  to  undue  exposure 
or  insufficient  food  or  clothing. 

Between  5 and  15  years  there  are  very  few  deaths,  and 
no  one  cause  is  prominent. 

Between  15  and  25  years  tubercular  disease  of  the  lungs  begins 
to  increase  in  importance,  probably  through  the  adoption  of  indoor 
work ; and  heart  disease,  generally  as  a sequence  of  Rheumatism  or 
Scarlet  fever. 

From  25  to  65  years  is  a long  stretch  marked  by  Tuberculosis 
29  deaths  ; alcoholic  excess,  12;  Bright’s  disease,  11 ; heart  disease, 
25 ; and  accidents,  8. 

Senile  Mortality. — Old  age  alone  was  responsible  for  41  deaths  ; 
the  other  causes  of  death  over  65  years  of  age  are  chiefly  Heart 
Disease  and  Bronchitis.  These  may  be  considered  as  the  result  of 
the  wear  and  tear  of  life,  and  as  not  preventable. 


The  total  deaths  over  60  years  of  age  were  209 ; over  65  years, 
174  ; over  70  years,  142 ; over  80  years,  58,  as  shown  in  detail : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Number  of  deaths  among 

persons  between  60  and  70 

...  32 

35 

67 

>> 

70  and  80 

...  37 

47 

84 

80  and  90 

...  16 

36 

52 

))  )) 

90  and  100 

...  1 

5 

6 

86 

123 

209 

The  percentage  of  the  deaths  over  65  years  of  age  to  the  total 
deaths  is  34*4,  the  average  for  the  previous  8 years  being  35'6. 

Most  noteworthy,  in  taking  a general  survey,  is  the  fact  that 
the  diseases  against  which  most  efforts  are  made,  such  as  Diphtheria, 
Scarlet  Fever,  and  Enteric  Fever,  cause  very  few  deaths,  viz.,  6 in 
all ; while  other  infectious  diseases,  such  as  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough,  and  Influenza,  are  responsible  for  19. 

The  means  of  combating  these  last  lies  almost  entirely  with  the 
public.  Until  parents  can  be  brought  to  see  that  children  suffering 
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from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  dangerous  to  others,  and 
need  great  care  to  prevent  injury  to  health,  if  not  a fatal  issue  ; and 
until  older  persons  realise  the  infectious  nature  of  Influenza,  and  are 
willing  to  deny  themselves  the  pleasures  of  the  theatre  and  other 
crowded  places  while  they  are  convalescent,  there  is  little  hope  of 
their  serious  diminution. 

The  importance  of  the  other  causes  of  death,  which  have  been 
mentioned,  is  generally  realised,  and  determined  efforts  are  being 
made  to  lessen  them. 

The  knowledge  of  the  means  necessary  to  prevent  Tuberculosis 
is  becoming  more  widely  diffused,  although  we  have  yet  to  see  them 
carried  into  practice.  The  time  when  dwelling-houses,  school-rooms, 
churches,  and  other  public  rooms  will  be  properly  ventilated  seems 
to  be  far  distant. 

The  harm  from  alcoholic  excess  (always  under-estimated  in  the 
death  returns)  is  proclaimed  by  many  societies,  some  of  which  have 
recently  laid  increasing  emphasis  on  the  advantage  of  temperance, 
from  the  standpoint  of  health  and  physical  efficiency. 

Zymotic  Mortality  (including  deaths  from  Small-Pox,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Enteric  Fever,  and 
Diarrhoea). 

The  deaths  from  these  diseases  were  50,  of  which  36  were  from 
Diarrhoea  and  7 from  Measles. 

The  outbreak  of  Measles  was  general  among  the  younger 
children,  so  that,  although  no  accurate  record  of  the  number  attacked 
can  be  obtained,  the  case  mortality  was  low. 

Table  giving  Annual  Death-rate  per  1,000  living  from 


Zymotic  Diseases,  1904: 

II  o v e ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

...  1*27 

Whole  of  England  and  Wales 

...  P94 

Rural  Districts 

...  P28 

76  great  towns... 

...  2*49 

142  smaller  towns  (including  Hove) 

...  2*02 
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The  deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease  for  the  past  10  years  have  been 
as  follows  : — 

Table  showing  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  during  past  years. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

d 

•pH 

D 

X 

-U 

rC 

a 

s 

Whooping 

Cough. 

1 Measles. 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea. 

Small  Pox. 

.s, 

I ^ <D 

<D  > 

Total. 

I 

+3  CD 

<D 

p u 

1895 

8 

H 

9 

1 

29 

0-94 

1896 

— 

3 

1 

1 

23 

1 

7 

36 

11 

1897 

1 

13 

5 

14 

28 

— 

5 

66 

2-0 

1898 

1 

35 

2 

1 

24 

— 

7 

70 

2-0 

1899 

2 

31 

5 

1 

38 

8 

88 

2-5 

1900 

3 

3 

4 

— 

22 

_____ 

4 

36 

1-0 

1901 

2 

6 

6 

10 

24 

— 

3 

51 

1*4 

1902 

2 

3 

3 

2 

31 

— 

4 

45 

1*2 

1903 

— 

2 

5 

— 

19 

— 

1 

27 

0-7 

1904 

1 

2 

1 

7 

36 

— 

3 

50 

1 27 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  36  deaths  from  Tubercle  of  the  lungs, 

8 from  Tubercle  of  the  brain,  and  8 from  other  forms.  This  is  very 
near  the  annual  average.  Enquiries  were  made  in  all  cases  after 
death  with  a view  to  ensuring  disinfection  and  ascertaining,  if 
possible,  the  origin  of  the  attack. 

In  15  cases  no  reliable  account  of  the  circumstances  was  obtained 
10  were  found  to  be  visitors,  who  were  ill  on  coming  here,  of  whom 

9 suffered  from  Tubercle  of  the  lungs.  Only  7 of  those  who  died  had 
been  previously  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sixteen  had  resided  in  Hove  or  Brighton  for  a long  time  5 one 
had  lived  here  for  50  years,  and  died  at  the  age  of  76  ; 3 were  only 
ill  for  a few  weeks,  being  apparently  in  perfect  health  before  this. 
In  some  cases  Influenza  seemed  to  be  the  starting-point — a fact  which 
is  worth  emphasising  as  showing  that  special  care  is  needed  after  it. 

In  previous  years  I have  noticed  that  children  who  die  from 
Tubercular  Meningitis  seem  to  have  acquired  it  from  a parent  who 
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had  been,  or  is,  at  the  time  of  attack  suffering  from  Phthisis.  In  4 
out  of  the  8 deaths  this  year  this  relationship  has  again  appeared. 

In  18  cases  the  necessary  disinfection  after  death  was  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Department,  and  in  9 cases  by  the  occupier  of 
the  house.  In  11  instancss  no  disinfection  was  performed,  except  a 
general  cleaning  of  the  rooms,  and  washing  of  articles  of  bedding  and 
clothing.  In  4 of  these  more  thorough  disinfection  ought  to  have 
been  done,  but  the  occupier  did  not  wish  for  it. 

The  ages  at  death  were  as  follows  : — 

Under  5 years.  Under  15.  Under  25.  Under  35.  Under  45.  Under55,  Over  55. 

Males  4 1 4 4 6 2 4 

Females  6 2 3 7 4 3 2 

10  3 7 11  10  5 6 


Phthisis  Death-rate  per  1,000  Living. 


Population. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

Known  to  be 
visitors. 

1895 

30,780 

25 

0-81 

1896 

31,615 

26 

0-82 

— 

1897 

3 - ,580 

30 

0-92 

— 

1898 

33,760 

31 

0-92 

— 

1899 

35,080 

25 

0-71 

— 

1900 

35,900 

43 

1-2 

— 

1901 

36,750 

47 

1-3 

12 

1902 

37,593 

42 

PI 

6 

1903 

38,446 

35 

0*91 

. 5 

1904 

39,305 

36 

0-91 

10 

Cancer. — The  deaths  attributed  to  Cancer  are  fewer  than  in 
recent  years,  viz.,  32,  of  which  7 were  males  and  25  females. 

Enquiries  were  made  at  the  houses  where  deaths  occurred,  but 
were  not  of  much  value.  Nine  persons  had  lived  in  Hove  or  Brighton 
for  several  years — 7 of  them  for  over  30  years — so  that  in  these  the 


13 


illness  probably  originated  locally.  Admitting  this  to  be  so,  it  is 
interesting  to  record  that  their  average  age  at  death  was  70  years. 

Inquests. — The  inquests  held  during  the  year  on  persons  dying 
within  the  Borough  numbered  29,  the  causes  of  death  being  as 


follows  : — 

Accidentally  burnt  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Poisoned  by  escape  of  gas  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accidents  on  railway  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accidental  fall  from  a window  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pound  dead  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Failure  of  lungs  to  expand  at  birth  ...  ...  1 

Heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Disease  of  intestines  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Teething  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Found  drowned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Suicides  ...  ...  ..a  ...  ...  ...  7 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  was  97,  the 
greater  part  of  these  being  Scarlet  Fever  of  a mild  type  and 
Diphtheria.  The  small  number  of  Typhoid  Fever  cases  is  again  a 
notable  feature.  There  has  been  no  case  of  Small- Pox.  There  has 
been  nothing  like  a serious  outbreak  of  any  of  the  notifiable  diseases, 
though  some  of  the  cases  occurring  in  near  sequence  have  given  rise 
to  anxiety.  In  all  the  investigations  made,  the  most  ready  information 
has  been  given  by  the  medical  practitioners  and  by  the  parents  or 
friends  of  the  patients,  and  much  of  the  success  obtained  in  preventing 
an  outbreak  must  be  attributed  to  their  assistance. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  an  epidemic  of  Measles  was  widely 
spread  throughout  the  western  part  of  the  Borough,  there  being 
probably  between  300  and  400  cases,  with  7 deaths. 
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jSTo.  of  Notifications  of  Diseases  in  Past  Years. 


Year. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

and 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Small-pox. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

1894 

45 

15 

19 

29 

1895 

67 

49 

21 

31 

189(1 

40 

35 

27 

28 

3 

1 

1897 

45 

58 

11 

19 

4 

1898 

80 

233 

22 

25 

1 

1899 

278 

245 

32 

9 

1900 

173 

71 

27 

23 

1 

1901 

115 

148 

30 

15 

3 

2 

1902 

51 

52 

25 

21 

1 

1903 

27 

36 

8 

5 

1 

1904 

38 

39 

9 

11 

Of  the  Scarlet  Fever  patients,  5,  and  of  Diphtheria  patients,  9^, 
were  nursed  at  home.  None  of  these  gave  rise  to  any  further  cases 
of  illness.  The  percentage  of  cases  removed  to  the  Sanatorium  was 
Scarlet  Fever  87  ; Diphtheria  77. 

The  enquiries  made  in  all  cases  after  notification,  together  with 
a thorough  examination  of  the  premises,  have  revealed  defects  in 
some  cases,  hut  few  of  these  were  of  a serious  nature.  It  is  a good 
proof  of  the  gradual  sanitary  improvement  of  the  town,  and  of  its 
generally  satisfactory  condition  in  this  respect,  that  so  few  faults  are 
found. 

Table  showing  Condition  of  Houses  where  Infectious  Diseases 


occurred. 


Disease. 

Houses 

examined. 

Number  of 
grave  defects 
of  Drainage. 

Number  of 
slight  defects 
of  Drainage. 

Houses  dirty 
or 

overcrowded. 

Houses 
in  good 
condition. 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

3* 

2 

2* 

22 

Diphtheria 

36 

*> 

O 

4* 

2* 

29 

Enteric  Fever 

9 

1 

— 

2 

6 

Erysipelas 

10 

1 

1 

" 

8 

*In  three  cases  defects  in  drainage  as  well  as  a dirty  condition  of  premises  existed. 
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Small-pox. — ISTo  case  of  this  occurred. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  most  striking  fact  obtained  from  a study  of 
The  cases  is  the  risk  which  Hove  bears  of  the  introduction  of  the 
disease  from  other  towns  (excluding  Brighton).  On  four  occasions 
this  disease  was  introduced  either  by  convalescent  visitors,  or  by 
visits  of  Hove  persons  elsewhere.  Apart  from  this,  Scarlet  Fever 
appeared  to  be  kept  up  only  by  the  occurrence  of  cases  so  slight  that 
they  were  overlooked. 

Diphtheria. — Of  the  39  cases,  no  less  than  14  were  adults,  a very 
unusual  proportion : five  of  these  acquired  the  disease  before  coming 
to  Hove.  Five  were  below  school  age,  16  were  scholars,  but  in  only 
five  of  these  was  the  attack  traceable  to  infection  acquired  at 
school. 

These  last  five  cases  all  occurred  at  one  school  within  a few 
days,  and  I was  fortunate  enough  to  find  one  of  the  scholars  with 
nasal  Diphtheria,  the  nature'  of  which  had  not  been  recognised.  This 
child  was  removed,  and  other  suspicious  scholars  visited  at  home,  and 
their  throats  swabbed  and  examined  for  bacilli.  By  this  means  two 
others  were  found  to  have  slight  Diphtheria,  and  were  kept  at  home 
until  free  from  infection,  and  the  outbreak  ceased. 

As  mentioned  under  the  notes  on  the  Laboratory,  numerous 
throat-swabs  were  taken  from  persons  in  the  houses  where  cases  were 
notified,  and  in  some  instances  Diphtheria  bacilli  were  proved  to  be 
present.  These  persons  were  excluded  from  school  or  work  until  by 
repeated  examinations  the  bacilli  were  found  to  have  disappeared. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  in  no  single  instance  did  any 
later  case  develop  in  a house  after  the  notification  was  received. 

Enteric  Fever. — Of  the  9 cases  notified,  3 proved  not  to  be 
Enteric  Fever;  the  actual  total  of  6 being  the  same  as  in  1903. 

In  none  of  these  could  any  reliable  information  be  obtained  as 
to  the  origin  of  the  disease. 
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Measles. — The  infants’  department  of  one  of  the  Elementary 
Schools  was  closed  for  9 days  on  account  of  a large  number  of  cases 
of  Measles  occurring  within  3 days.  This  succeeded  in  checking  the 
spread  among  the  scholars  of  that  school  for  the  time,  though  many 
of  them  fell  ill  afterwards.  In  some  of  the  other  schools  the  infants’ 
classes  were  reduced  to  less  than  half  their  roll. 

Phthisis. — There  were  21  cases  notified  voluntarily,  compared 
with  38  in  1902  and  24  in  1903. 

Three  of  these  were  visitors,  who  only  stayed  for  a few  days.  In 
most  instances  visits  were  paid  to  the  house,  as  well  as  to  some  of 
those  on  the  register  from  previous  years ; and  advice  was  given  as 
to  necessary  precautions.  Little  was  found  wrong  with  the  houses’ 
and  the  chief  need  insisted  upon  was  extreme  care  and  cleanliness  on 
the  part  of  the  patient  and  attendants. 

I presented  a report  to  you  in  June,  reviewing  the  means 
possible  to  prevent  the  diffusion  of  Consumption.  It  was  hoped  that 
some  public  lectures  might  be  arranged  on  this  subject,  but  this  has 
had  to  be  postponed. 

The  Council  has  recently  adopted  a Bye-law  relating  to  spitting, 
which  is  directed  chiefly  to  the  prevention  of  Consumption,  and 
should  be  rigidly  observed,  viz. : — 

“ No  person  shall  spit  on  the  floor,  side,  or  wall  of  any  public 
carriage  or  of  any  public  hall,  public  waiting-room  or 
place  of  public  entertainment,  whether  admission  thereto 
be  obtained  upon  payment  or  not.” 

General  Methods  of  Disinfection. — As  stated  in  last  year’s 
report,  the  usual  method  of  disinfecting  rooms  is  by  spraying  with  a 
2 °/0  solution  of  Formalin,  followed  by  a thorough  cleaning  by  the 
occupier.  Bedding,  clothes,  and  similar  articles  are  treated  by  cur- 
rent steam  or  destroyed. 

The  number  of  articles  removed  to  the  steam  disinfector  from 
houses  in  Hove  during  1904  was  2,192. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  required  to  report  annually  on 
the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Worksop  Act,  1901,  only  in 
so  far  as  this  administration  is  in  the  hands  of  tke  District  Council 
and  is  concerned  with  matters  in  his  department. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  tin's  year,  for  the  first  time,  prepared 
a special  form  for  reporting  the  work  done  under  this  Act,  which  will 
make  it  easier  in  tlie  future  to  compare  one  year  with  those  pre- 
ceding it. 

Workshops. — There  is  an  increase  of  19  workshops  as  compared 
with  last  year.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  Inspectors  to  measure  up 
the  workrooms  to  ascertain  their  cubic  content,  and  to  affix  to  each  a 
card  stating  how  many  persons  may  he  employed  therein. 

In  spite  of  this  precaution,  two  cases  of  wilful  overcrowding 
were  discovered,  which  were  forthwith  abated  when  the  occupier’s 
attention  was  called  to  the  fact.  One  of  these  cases  of  overcrowding 
wras  further  aggravated  by  reason  of  a gas  ironing  apparatus,  the 
fumes  from  which  passed  directly  into  the  workroom,  causing 
the  air  to  he  greatly  vitiated.  A hopper  was  later  on  placed  over  this 
and  the  fumes  condncted  into  the  chimney. 

In  five  instances  statutory  notices  were  granted  by  the  Sanitary 
Committee  for  the  abatement  of  nuisancs  found  in  workshops ; prose- 
cutions did  not  follow  as  the  work  was  done  within  the  specified 
time.  In  8 cases  of  default  in  making  returns  of  outworkers,  statu- 
tory notices  were  sent  which  produced  the  desired  result. 

Domestic  Workshops  (in  which  the  only  persons  employed  are 
members  of  the  same  family). 

A record  is  kept  of  118  of  such  premises,  all  of  which  have 
been  specially  inspected.  Three  nuisances  were  discovered,  this 
small  number  being  due  to  the  fact  that  a systematic  house  inspection 
had  recently  been  carried  out  in  the  district  where  these  premises  are 
mostly  situated. 


18 


Laundries. — There  are  27  workshop  laundries  and  20  domestic 
laundries  within  the  Borough.  There  were  6 nuisances  found  in 
the  former  and  4 in  the  latter. 

Laundry  work  gives  both  permanent  and  temporary  employment 
to  a large  number  of  persons  in  the  Borough ; many  of  the  premises 
are  built  for  the  special  purpose  of  carrying  on  a laundry,  having  a 
wash-house  with  ironing  room  over  it,  attached  at  the  rear  of  the 
dwelling  house.  This  is  a decided  improvement  on  what  is  found  to 
exist  in  some  towns. 

Home  Work. — Thirty-four  workshops  employ  outworkers,  and 
the  returns  from  these  have  been  furnished  regularly  with  the 
exception  already  referred  to.  The  homes  of  the  outworkers  have 
been  inspected,  and  the  conditions  under  which  the  work  has  been 
executed  was  found  to  be  in  every  way  satisfactory ; no  nuisances 
were  found  to  exist,  and  the  home-workers  have  been  free  from 
infectious  disease. 

Bakehouses. — The  arrangement  that  has  existed  for  some  }rears 
past  to  cleanse  and  limewash  these  premises  in  the  months  of  April 
and  October  has  in  all  instances  been  complied  with  this  year. 

A Special  Order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  came  into  force  on 
1st  January,  1904,  increasing  the  cubic  capacity  of 

(1)  Underground  Bakehouses  ; 

(2)  Bakehouses  where  artificial  light  other  than  electric  light 

is  used. 

All  the  bakehouses  in  the  Borough  were  maintaining  this 
standard  when  the  Order  came  into  force. 

Certificates  were  granted  for  the  underground  bakehouses  in 
which  alterations  had  not  been  completed  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year,  with  the  exception  of  4 which  have  ceased  to  be  used. 
There  are  now  15  underground  bakehouses  in  use,  and  12  above 
ground. 
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The  following  table  is  given  by  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
State : — 


FACTORIES,  WORSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES  AND 

HOME  WORK. 

1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspection. 

Written  Notices. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

22 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries  and 
Bakehouses)  

396 

24 

Workplaces 

25 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

94 

Total 

537 

24 

20 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Particulars. 


Found.  Bemedied. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : — # 
Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

Want  of  Ventilation  ...  

Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 


18 


18 


Other  nuisances 


17 


17 


C insufficient  ... 

fSanitary  accommodations  < unsuitable  or  defective 

(,  not  separate  from  sexes 


0 

21 

1 


0 

21 

1 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (S.  101)  ... 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses 
SS.  97  to  100), 

Failure  as  regard  lists  of  outworkers  (S.  107) 


8 


8 


(riving  out  work  to  be  done  in  ( unwholesome  (S.  108)... 
premises  which  are  ^ infected  (S.  110) 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in  premises  in- 
fected by  scarlet  fever  or  smallpox  (S.  109). 


Other  offences  ... 


Total... 


70 


* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  Act  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts. 

t Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Hove  Council;  the  standard  of  sufficiency  and  suitability  of  sanitary  convenience  accommo- 
dation for  factories  and'.workshops  is  determined  by  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Order  of 
1902. 


3. — OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : 
Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (S.  133) 

Action  taken  in  matters  re- 
ferred by  H.M.  Inspectors 
as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  Act  (S.  5) 

Other  

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101  ) 

In  use  during  1903 


Notified  by  H.M. 

Inspector 
Reports  (of  action 
taken)  sent  to 
H.M.  Inspectors 


Certificates  granted,  f !n 

& (_m  1904 

In  use  at  the  end  of  1904 

Homework : — 

Lists  of  Outworkers * (S.  107)  : — 


Lists  received 


Addresses  of  outworkers 


forwarded  to  other 
Authorities 
received  from  other 
Authorities 


Homework  in  unwholesome  or  infected  premises  : — 
Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome 

premises  (S.  108), ..  

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  home- 
workers’  premises 

Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected 
premises  (S.  110) 


8 

2 

1 (both  remedied). 

] 

18 

3 

12 

15 


Number  of 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

68 

160 

75 

9 

Wearing 

Apparel. 

Other. 

None. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end 
of  1904  ...  


184 
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Workshop  Laundries 


Bakehouses 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register... 


27 

27 


238 


The  Lists  should  be  received  twice  in  the  year.  The  year’s  figures  required  in  the  Table 
are  then  obtained  by  adding  together  the  two  half-yearly  totals. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY. 

The  work  of  this  department  has  been  carried  on  as  usual,  and 
becomes  increasingly  useful  in  keeping  a check  over  suspected  cases 
of  Diphtheria. 

It  will  he  seen  that  53  specimens  wTere  taken  from  those  in  the 
same  family  or  school  classes  where  actual  cases  of  illness  had 
occurred,  and  by  this  means  the  really  infectious  persons  could  be 
separated  from  others.  This  proved  especially  useful  in  a small 
outbreak  at  a school,  where  those  with  the  bacillius  of  Diphtheria 
were  kept  away,  and  the  outbreak  ceased. 

A series  of  tests  of  the  relative  value  of  different  chemical  dis- 
infectants has  been  made  which  has  proved  useful  in  determining 
their  use  at  the  hospital  and  in  the  town. 

List  of  Specimens  Examined. 

For  Diphtheria — 

Specimens  sent  by  medical  practitioners  ...  Ill 
Result : 25  were  Diphtheria. 

3 doubtful. 

From  patients  nursed  at  home  before  disin- 
fection ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

From  patients  on  admission  to  Sanatorium, 
and  from  the  Staff  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

From  patients  in  Sanatorium  before  discharge  65 

From  Scarlet  Fever  patients  (results  negative)  3 

Taken  byM.O.H.  from  persons  associated  with 
Diphtheria  patients  or  suspected  of  having 
Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Result : 7 showed  Diphtheria  bacilli. 

For  Enteric  Fever — 

Specimens  of  urine  from  convalescent  patients  5 

Specimens  of  blood  for  diagnosis  ...  ...  10 

Result : 7 negative,  3 positive. 


Phthisis 


Specimens  of  sputum  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Result : positive  26. 

Pleural  fluid  (positive)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Specimen  of  urine  (negative)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Specimens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total 373 

BOROUGH  SANATORIUM. 

The  number  of  patients  has  varied  during  the  year  from  2 to  17r 
but  has  been  generally  small,  though  larger  than  in  1903.  The 
details  are  given  in  the  table  below. 

Miss  Florence  Hill,  who  had  been  Matron  since  October,  1899, 
left  in  July,  and  Miss  Lilian  Baker,  who  had  acted  as  her  Assistant 
for  3 years,  was  appointed  in  her  place.  Throughout  the  year  the 
management  of  both  nurses  and  household  has  been  satisfactory. 
Many  letters  have  been  received  from  patients  or  their  relatives 
appreciative  of  the  kindness  and  care  with  which  they  have  been 
treated. 

The  health  of  all  the  Staff  has  been  excellent,  and  with  the 
exception  of  one  new  nurse  who  developed  Scarlet  Fever,  no  one  has 
suffered  from  infectious  disease. 

TABLES  SHOWING  PATIENTS  TREATED  DURING  1904. 


In  Hospital 
Jan.  1st. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Discharged. 

Remaining 
Dec.  31st. 

Scarlet  Fever... 

6 

35 

0 

38 

3 

Diphtheria 

0 

28 

1 

23 

4 

Enteric  Fever... 

2 

3 

1 

4 

0 

Small  Pox 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Other  Diseases 

0 

10 

1 

9 

0 

Totals 

9 

76 

3 

75 

7 

Admitted  from  adjoining  districts — 1 Enteric  Fever,  2 Scarlet  Fever. 
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The  average  number  of  patients  per  diem  was  8*2. 


The  number  of  days 

each  patient  was 

under  treatment 

‘aged  : — 

In  case  of 

In  case  of 

recovery. 

death . 

Scarlet  Fever 

47  days. 

Diphtheria 

36  ,, 

2 days. 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

71  ,, 

3 „ 

Other  Diseases  ... 

15  „ 

1 day. 

There  were  3 deaths,  from  Enteric  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Acute 
Peritonitis. 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES7  REPORT* 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  the  following  particulars  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Department  during  the  year  1904  : — 

House  to  House  Inspection. — Particular  attention  is  paid  each 
year  to  this  class  of  work,  and  a systematic  inspection  was  made  to 
as  many  as  3,655  premises  by  the  Inspectors  during  the  year  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  if  any  nuisances  exist  calling  for  abatement,  and 
I may  again  add  a very  considerable  amount  of  practical  work  has 
been  the  result.  It  is  always  the  custom  in  all  doubtful  or  suspicious 
cases  to  apply  a preliminary  test  to  the  drains  (either  chemically  or 
with  the  smoke  apparatus),  with  the  result  that  a good  number  of 
drains  were  subsequently  opened  up,  water  tested,  and,  as  a con- 
sequence have  been  reconstructed,  amended,  and  ventilated. 

An  opportunity  is  taken  at  the  time  of  the  reconstruction  of  the 
drains  to  thoroughly  overhaul  the  various  sanitary  fittings,  and  in 
many  cases  old  Container  closets  have  been  abolished,  soil  pipes 
removed  from  the  inside  to  the  outside  of  premises,  and  efficiently 
ventilated,  new  closets,  cisterns,  glazed  stoneware  sinks,  etc.,  pro- 
vided and  fixed. 

Referring  to  my  report  of  last  year, in  which  special  attention  was 
paid  to  the  house  to  house  inspection  in  George  Street,  prior  to  the 
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thoroughfare  being  paved  with  wood  blocks,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  not  a single  complaint  was  received  during  the  whole  year  from 
the  tradesmen  or  residents  in  this  street,  neither  was  there  a case 
of  sickness  of  an  infections  character  notified. 

House  Drains  Unventilated. — At  the  commencement  of  the  year 
1903,  a special  report  was  presented  to  the  Sanitary  Committee,  which 
set  forth  the  fact  that  there  were  a certain  number  of  houses  in  the 
Borough,  the  drains  of  which  were  unventilated. 

During  the  year  many  of  such  drains  have  been  properly  ventilated 
(that  were  previously  unventilated)  in  accordance  with  the  Building 
Bye-Laws  in  force  in  the  Borough. 

I subjoin  a detailed  account  of  the  number  of  such  inspections 
with  the  result  of  examinations.  In  addition  to  these  regular  visits, 
numerous  inspections  have  been  made  on  account  of  complaints 
received  or  for  other  reasons  : — 

Number  of  premises  visited  on  house-to-house  inspection  ...  3655 

,,  houses  that  have  been  inspected  from  complaints 

and  other  causes...  ...  ...  ...  ...  208 

,,  . complaints  attended  to  ...  ...  ...  ...  1675 

,,  complaints  received-premises  inspected  and  no 

nuisance  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

,,  complaints  referred  to  the  Surveyqr  ...  ...  14 

warning  and  verbal  notices  issued  for  the  abate- 
ment of  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  1516 

statutory  notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  308 

letters  sent  to  Head  Teachers  and  Managers,  &c., 

of  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

,,  letters  sent  to  Public  Librarians  ...  ...  ...  128 

,,  patients  removed  from  the  Borough  to  the 

Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

,,  rooms  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  disease  110 

,,  rooms  disinfected  after  cases  of  non-notifiable 

diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

visits  to  houses  in  which  London  children  are 

received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 
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Number  of  night  visits  to  houses  in  which  London  children 

are  received 

,,  visits  to  provision  shops 

,,  visits  to  dairies,  cow-stalls,  and  milk-shops,  and 

in  each  respect  “ The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milk-shops’  Order  of  1885”  has  been  complied 
with 

,,  inspections  of  houses  let  in  lodgings 

The  undermentioned  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year,  being  the  result  of  notices,  &c.,  issued  : — 

Number  of  drains  reconstructed  during  the  year  (total)  ...  267 

,,  drains  reconstructed  and  ventilated,  which  were 

defective  and  unventilated  ...  ...  ...  118 

,,  insufficiently  ventilated  drains,  which  were  pro- 
vided with  din.  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

,,  drains  and  drain-traps  found  defective ; drains 

repaired,  defective  traps  removed,  and 
properly  trapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

,,  water  closets  found  defective  and  foul  ; defects 

repaired,  cleansed,  or  other  apparatus  provided 
in  lieu  thereof  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  223 

,,  Container  closets  abolished...  ...  ...  ...  39 

,,  closets  with  defective  water  supply  ; permanent 

supply  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  337 

,,  soil  pipes  found  inside  the  house  and  defective  ; 

soil  pipes  placed  outside  the  house  and 

properly  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  soil  pipes  and  ventilating  pipes  found  to  be 

defective;  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  108 

,,  waste  pipes  from  sinks  defective ; waste  pipes 

made  to  discharge  in  the  outer  air  ...  ...  96 

,,  sinks  defective  ; new  glazed  stoneware  sinks 

provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

,,  paving  of  yards  and  wash-houses  defective ; yards 

and  wash-houses  repaved  or  repaired...  ...  116 


18 

1286 


213 

10 
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Number  of  houses,  interior  foul,  which  have  been  cleansed 

and  whitewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  401 

,,  houses  overcrowded ; number  of  inmates  reduced  41 

,,  accumulations  of  manure  and  other  refuse  removed  25 

,,  animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a nuisance  ; nuisance 

abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

,,  smoke  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  half-hourly  smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  60 

,,  ashpits  and  dustbins  provided  where  found  to  be 

insufficient  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  220 

,,  roofs  defective  ; defects  remedied...  ...  ...  40 

,,  yards  and  areas  foul;  which  have  been  thoroughly 

cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

,,  rain-water  pipes  defective  or  connected  to  drain 

or  soil  pipe,  upper  ends  opening  near  windows  ; 
repaired  or  disconnected,  and  made  to 

discharge  over  properly  trapped  gullies  ...  82 

,,  cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

,,  houses  without  a proper  supply  of  water ; constant 

supply  laid  on  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

„ supply  cisterns  without  covers  ; covers  provided  5 

,,  drains  choked;  drains  cleared  and  cleansed  ...  119 

„ premises  having  defective  wooden  flooring  or 

staircases;  defects  made  good  or  remedied  ...  27 

,,  defective  brick  manure  pits  ; wire  manure  cages 

provided  in  lieu  thereof...  ...  ...  ...  7 


THE  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

A periodical  inspection  has  been  made  by  the  Inspectors  of  all 
the  Workshops  and  Workplaces  within  the  Borough  at  least  twice 
during  the  year  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

In  all  cases  where  defects  have  been  found  to  exist  notices  were 
given,  either  written  or  verbally,  to  carry  out  necessary  alterations 
or  improvements. 
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All  particulars  of  the  work  done  are  given  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  whose  duty  it  is  to  report  on  the  administration  of 
this  Act. 

Bakehouses. — The  wdiole  of  the  bakehouses  both  above  and 
underground  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  during  the 
months  of  April  and  October  they  have  been  thoroughly  cleansed  and 
lime-washed.  The  number  of  bakehouses  in  use  at  the  present  time, 
being  underground,  15  ; above  ground,  12.  Total,  27. 

THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1875  TO  1899. 

During  the  year  200  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  purchased 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis,  as  compared  with 
170  for  the  previous  year. 

Although  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  samples  taken, 
the  number  returned  as  adulterated  wag  less  than  the  previous  year, 
the  percentage  of  adulteration  being  10‘5  per  cent.,  as  compared  with 
14*11  per  cent,  during  1903. 

MILK. — Of  the  114  samples  taken,  nine  were  returned  as 
adulterated,  five  being  deficient  in  fat,  and  four  containing  Boric 
Acid. 

Blitter. — Out  of  forty-four  samples  taken,  three  contained  an 
excess  of  water,  in  two  cases  slight,  in  one  with  an  excess  of  8 per 
cent,  of  moisture  over  and -above  the  maximum  16  per  cent. ; but,  as 
this  sample  was  sold  as  milk  blended  butter,  the  sale  was  not  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  purchaser. 

Margarine. — In  one  instance  a sample  of  pure  butter  was  sold 
for  Margarine.  As  this  is  an  offence  under  the  Margarine  Act,  1887, 
and  it  was  proved  that  the  shop  assistant  had  made  a mistake,  it  was 
thought  a caution  would  meet  the  case. 

Eight  samples  of  preserved  green  peas  were  examined,  and  they 
were  all  found  to  contain  a small  percentage  of  Copper  Sulphate, 
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used  chiefly  to  impart  a good  colour  to  the  peas,  but  fortunately  not 
in  such  a quantity  as  would  be  likely  to  be  injurious  to  health. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1894  TO  1896. 

Glanders  or  Farcy. — I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  outbreak  of 
Glanders  or  Farcy  has  occurred  during  the  year  amongst  the  horses 
in  the  Borough. 

Swine  Fever. — There  have  been  five  outbreaks  of  Swine  Fever 
during  the  year.  On  each  outbreak  being  reported,  the  premises 
were  at  once  visited,  and  particulars  despatched  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  who  sent  their  Veterinary  Inspector  to  the  infected 
places,  and  the  outbreaks  were  confirmed. 

The  infected  places  had  to  be  visited  from  time  to  time,  and 
every  precaution  taken  in  the  way  of  disinfection,  and  the  bury  ing- 
ot the  carcases  of  the  diseased  animals. 

The  number  of  swine  killed  as  being  diseased  or  exposed  to 
infection  was  sixty-eight. 

During  an  outbreak  of  Swine  Fever  no  live  animal  can  be 
removed  from  an  infected  place,  but  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  an 
apparently  healthy  animal  being  killed  and  dressed  for  sale,  and  the 
carcase  removed.  From  time  to  time  there  were  about  30  pigs  so 
killed,  but  before  any  of  the  carcases  were  removed  I personally 
inspected  each  one  before  giving  permission  for  them  to  be  taken 
away  for  sale. 

The  Swine  Fever  (Infected  Areas  and  Movement),  Orders  still 
being  in  force  in  the  Borough,  frequent  visits  have  been  made  to 
inspect  the  swine,  and  the  premises  belonging  to  different  owners, 
with  a view  of  seeing  that  the  premises  were  kept  in  as  cleanly  a 
condition  as  possible. 
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On  application,  forty-four  licenses  were  granted  during  the  year 
for  the  movement  of  Swine  into  the  Borough. 


HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  from  the  Borough  continues,  as  in 
former  years,  by  contract,  and  on  the  26th  of  March  a new  contract  was 
commenced  for  a term  of  three  years.  I am  pleased  to  say  that  on 
investigation  of  the  complaints  which  had  been  received  from  time  to 
time  I found  very  few  legitimate  ones.  Frequently  complaints  are 
received,  either  written  or  verbally,  of  the  neglect  of  the  dustmen  not 
calling.  On  referring  to  my  daily  list,  the  men  evidentally  did  call, 
but  were  unable  to  get  in.  Should  there  be  any  neglect,  I give 
instructions  to  the  Contractor’s  foreman  to  remove  the  refuse  without 
delay. 

In  many  places  of  business  the  trade  refuse  is  mixed  with  the 
house  refuse,  and  the  difficulty  is  in  deciding  which  is  which,  and 

who  should  remove  the  same.  Manv  tradesmen  are  under  the 

%/ 

impression  that  by  paying  their  rates  they  are  entitled  to  have  all 
the  refuse  removed,  whether  that  created  in  trade  or  not,  but  that  is 
no  so.  Arrangements  are  now  made  with  the  Contractor  that  if  the 
trade  refuse  is  kept  separately  from  the  house  refuse,  he  will  remove 
the  same  at  a charge  of  4s.  per  load,  or  2s.  per  half  load.  Unfortu- 
nately, we  have  no  destructor  in  the  Borough,  in  which  the  light 
material,  such  as  straw  packing,  paper,  cardboard  boxes,  etc.,  could 
.be  burnt  after  removal,  probably  at  a less  cost  to  the  tradesmen. 

It  is  again  gratifying  to  note  that  in  the  term  of  the  contract  a 
bi-weekly  removal  will  continue  to  be  made  during  the  months  of 
June,  July,  August,  and  September,  at  a time  of  the  year  in  which  a 
large  quantity  of  vegetable  refuse  is  placed  in  the  dustbins,  which 
would  soon  become  a nuisance  if  not  quickly  removed.  After  each 
removal  the  dustbins  are  disinfected  with  quick  lime. 

The  quantity  of  refuse  removed  from  the  Borough  to  the  dust- 
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tip  North  of  the  Old  Slioreliam  Road,  Aldrington,  during  each  month 
is  as  follows  : — 


January 

...  1291  loads. 

July 

1065  loads. 

February 

...  1098  „ 

August 

960  „ 

March 

...  1103  „ 

September  ... 

984  „ 

April  ... 

...  1037  „ 

October 

1015  „ 

May  . . . 

...  1107  „ 

November  ... 

1083  „ 

June 

...  1047  „ 

December 

1250  „ 

Total  number  of  loads  removed  during  the  year  amounted  to 
13,040,  as  compared  with  13,069  during  the  previous  year. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  HERRIOTT, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances . 


Table  I. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1904  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Table  II— VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  SEPARATE  LOCALITIES  IN  1904  AND 

PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Table  IV.-CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH 

DURING  YEAR  1904. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District  at 

, Deaths  in  or 

w 

PJ  • 

subjoined  Ages. 

^belonging  to 
Localities 
(at  all  Ages) 

.all 

9 

tO 

U 

to* 

r-H 

to 

cq 

to 

CO 

GO 

73 

u 

73  73  T-» 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

GC 

<D 

be 

CO 

<D 

rH 

CD 

O 

73 

9 

u 

0> 

rc 

a 

p 

73 

p 

p 

73 

’Xi 

P 

a3 

£ 

& 

73 

9 

o 

be 

Pi 

a5 

> 

<x>  P _ 

r-H 

a 

£ 

03 

r-H 

73 

PI 

c6 

to 

pi 

c3 

to 

r-H 

§ 

to 

Pi 

c3 

to 

CO 

TU 

73 

< 

o 

a 

G 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Measles 

7 

3 

3 

1 

5 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

— 

Whooping-cough  ... 
Diphtheria  and  membran- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

ous  croup 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Enteric  fever 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Epidemic  influenza 

11 

1 

2 

— 

— - 

4 

4 

2 

9 

1 

Diarrhoea 

36 

30 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

15 

21 

— 

Enteritis 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

25 

— 

Tuberculosis)... 

36 

1 

1 

2 

6 

24 

2 

11 

— 

Other  tubercular  diseases... 

16 

2 

6 

1 

1 

5 

1 

4 

12 

— 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

31 

— 

— 

— 

1 

14 

16 

6 

25 

2 

Bronchitis 

42 

4 

1 

— 

— 

11 

26 

4 

38 

2 

Pneumonia 

Other  diseases  of  respir- 

36 

9 

6 

— 

1 

12 

8 

13 

23 

1 

atory  organs  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ) 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

3 

9 

— 

Y enereal  diseases  ... 

l 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Premature  birth  ... 
Diseases  and  accidents  of 

13 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

12 

— 

parturition 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Heart  diseases 

56 

— - 

— 

1 

S 

25 

27 

18 

38 

1 

Accidents  or  negligence  ... 

13 

1 

— 

— 

2 

8 

2 

3 

10 

5 

Suicides 

6 

— - 

— 

— 

] 

3 

2 

— 

6 

1 

Developmental  diseases  ... 

23 

23 

— 

T~ 

— 

— 

— - 

5 

18 

— 

Old  age 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

41 

6 

35 

6 

Diabetes 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

2 

o 

O 

— 

Brights’  disease 

23 

— 

1 

1 

— 

11 

10 

6 

17 

— 

Found  drowned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

JL_ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

All  other  causes  ... 

82 

2 

3 

5 

3 

39 

30 

15 

67 

4 

All  causes 

505 

91 

26 

13 

21 

180 

174 

122 

383 

24 

t 


